
Betsy Judge is the owner and publisher of The Island Reporter.  

She is a retired Marine Corps lieutenant colonel with more than 

25 years experience in public affairs.  As a member of the Tierra 

Verde Community Association’s Long Range Planning Committee 

she started writing for TIR in 2008 keeping residents informed 

about St. Petersburg’s attempt to annex a portion of Tierra Verde 

and other island issues.  She purchased the paper in 2010 and 

published her first issue that March.  She has worked steadily to 

improve the content and quality of the paper for her readers 

increasing the total number of pages from 20 to 24 pages and 

color pages from eight to 16.  She also increased the circulation 

by more than a third.  The paper is published monthly and mailed 

directly to approximately 20,000 residents in more than a dozen 

South Gulf Beaches communities.   Betsy is married to Joseph 

Judge and is a member of the Tampa Bay Beaches Chamber of 

Commerce and the Marine Corps Combat Correspondents 

Association.  


